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Hennann  Caminer 

Louis  Caminer  (b.  Schochau  8/5/1851  -d.  Berlin  4/1 1/1930)  and  Betty  Loewe  (b 
Neustettin  5/8/1854  -d.  Berlin  12/ 10/ 1926).  They  lived  on  an  estate  in  Radatz,  Neustettin 
and  I  am  not  quite  clear  if  they  owned  it  or  just  managed  it,  but  all  their  diildren  were 
bom  th^.  Evmtually  they  retired  to  live  in  Berlin. 

They  had  7  sons  (b.  1886/86/88/89/91/92/95)  and  two  youngs  daughters  (1901/190?). 
Four  of  the  brothers  emigrated  to  the  United  States;  2  were  killed  in  WWI;  The  youngest 
one  died  in  the  Shoah.  The  older  girl  survived  in  Berlin  [she  was  married  to  a  non  Jew], 
the  youngest  left  for  Palestine  in  1933  with  h^  whole  fiunily. 

I  am  Frances  Caminer,  daughter  in  law  of  Hermann  Caminer  (b.  Neustettin  12/13/1886  d. 
New  York  City  6/6/1950),  the  second  oldest;  he  attended  Freiburg  University  and 
graduated  with  a  special  law  degree  from  Goettingen  University.  He  served  in  WWI  and 
married  Anna  Lang  from  Fuerth,  They  had  two  sons,  Hans  Wolfgang,  later  Jack  A.  (b 
Berlin  1 1/28/22  -  d.  Carlsbad  CA  4/16/2002;  we  had  been  married  for  55+  years)  and 
Guenther  Ernst,  later  Gerald  E  (b.  Berlin  6/13/1926). 

Hermann  served  briefly  as  a  judge  in  the  Weimar  Republic,  lat^r  worked  as  a  legal 
counsel  in  a  Jewish  Bank  in  Berlin  until  the  whole  family  emigrated  to  NYC  just  before 

Kristallnacht  in  Nov.  1938. 

One  Haggadah  has  personal  notations  of  the  Seder  nights  they  were  used  -  first  by  one  of 
the  brothers  and  later  by  the  older  sister. 

So  now  to  my  two  stories: 

When  Hitler  first  came  to  power  he  challenged  any  Jewish  family  to  prove  that  more  than 
one  son  had  fought  in  the  war.  Many  Families  responded  as  did  the  Caminers  -  they  had  7 
sons  in  service  and  two  had  even  given  their  life.  There  was  an  official  apology  from  the 
German  Government  and  I  have  given  Üiat  document  to  the  Holocaust  Museum  in  DC. 

The  prayer  book  from  the  Prinzregenten  Strasse  is  inscribed  to  Hans  Wolfgang  and  was 

presented  to  Jack  on  his  Bar  Mitzvah  on  the  first  day  of  Hanukkah  1935;  he  was  one  of 
10  boys  to  read  ft-om  Torah  that  day.  By  that  time  he  was  living  at  a  boarding  school  in 
Zug,  Switzerland.  He  had  experienced  problems  early  on  at  school  so  was  sent  away  from 
Germany  for  the  next  S  years.  His  tnstmctor  in  Hebrew  was  a  math  teacher  who  taught 
him  the  whole  portion  phonetically.  Luckily  in  later  years  he  got  to  be  fluent  in  his 
Hebrew  reading. 

He  was  drafted  into  the  United  States  Army  and  was  sent  back  to  Germany  with  a 
Counts  Intelligence  Unit  as  an  interpreter.  It  was  om  of  his  most  gratifying  moments. 
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